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steady motion of their quick foot-fall a provided a comfortable seat.
Deckhan riders disconsolately contended with fallen mules. The
whole world was swallowed up in dust."1
Ban a has no doubt given us a most vivid description of the break-
ing up a military camp but, if it was in such a disorganised condition,
then a better picture of confusion worse confounded can hardly be
found in the annals of Indian military history. With this disorganisa-
tion may be compared the order in the Mauryan camp as noted by
foreigners.3 It is no wonder that Harsa was routed by Ms great contem-
porary Pulikesin II whose forces must have been far more orderly and
efficient. As can be seen from the above description the camp was not
only filled with women, but there was in it apparently little or no order
at all. The advance must have resulted in disastrous confusion.
At the hour of marching, from every side the chieftains
gathered on horseback in front of the king's residence. Their names
were proclaimed aloud, while 'craning footmen' awaited their
commands. Then the signal-conch rang out repeatedly announcing
the moment of the king's arraying the army* After a brief interval,
he came forth on a female elephant, wrapt in a tunic of silk, with
the auspicious umbrella, distinguished by a torquoise rod and inlaid
with rubies at the top, held over him. The company of feudatories
bowed before him,3 Such a review of the forces probably also took
place when a victorious army returned from a battle. On Bhandi's
requesting Harsa to inspect the Malwa king's army and royal equipage,
which were conquered by Ms brother Rajyavardhana, he consented to do
so. "When such an inspection was over, the king appointed overseers
to take charge cf the booty according to their several functions.*
The camp, therefore, consisted not only of soldiers, their
commanders, nobles and the king in person, but also of the
commissariat comprising of the beasts of burden like horses, camels,
elephants, bullocks and their keepers, elephant-men, donkey-boys,
camp-followers, grooms, serving-men, besides rogues, bachelors,
knaves and thieves. They were satisfied with easily acquired meals
of plentiful readily-pounded remnants of grain. The poor unattended
1  Bana, op. at., pp. 199-201, text, pp. 204-6,   This description of an army breaking
carnp may aptly "be compared with a similar picture in Bana's Kadainlmrl^ pp. 85-87*
2  Cf. M'Crindie, Ancient India as described in Classical Literature, pp. 54"555
Ancient India as described ly Megasthenes & Arrian> p, 69.   (London, 1877)*
8 Bana, Harsacarita, pp, 202-4.
* IUdn p. 225,